DIARY
worth the irritation that it caused in the
mind of the Spaniards against you*1 It
gave me (Bonaparte) pleasure, because it
set them all against you". The Spanish
Government were never afraid of him, they
looked on him as a defender of royalism;
but they^ had dreaded the democratical
principles of the Directory. He said he
received very littk cash from them (the
Spaniards); they gave him orders on Vera
Cruz for dollars, which orders he always
1 By the treaty of San Udefonso (1796) France
and Spain became allies, and each undertook to assist
the other, in case of attack, with men and ships. In
October 1803 a fresh convention was entered into, by
which, in lieu of its former obligations, Spain became
bound to make to France a fixed payment of
6,000,000 francs a month. This at a time when
France was at war with England would of course
have abundantly justified the British Government in
declaring war against Spain. But without a declara-
tion of war, and while negotiations with Spain were
still proceeding, the British Government gave orders
to the fleet to intercept the treasure frigates from
America bound for Cadiz. This order was carried
out by Captain Moore in command of four frigates.
In October 1804 he fell in with the Spanish frigates,
of which one was blown up in the action which fal-
lowed, while the other three with the treasures on
board them were captured. This precipitated the
war with Spain.